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CLAIM AM£NDMEIMTS 

1-11. (Cancelled) 

12. (Currently Amended) 

A tap insert as defined in claim 27 3^, wherein the seal is polvtetraflouroethylene 
Tofjon l 

13. (Currently Amended) 

A tap insert as defined in Claim 25 wherein the shut-off body is a cone or 
cylinder, 
14-18. (Cancelled) 

19. (Currently Amended) 

Tap insert for closing or separating conduits which can be installed in a valve 
housing connected with a conduit, comprising: 

a device for connecting a tap insert with the valve housing, said connecting 
device having an external thread on an outside surface which can be screwed into 
the valve housing; 

a step shut-off body rotably disposed in the device, said step shut-off body 
provided with a through channel; 

an actuating device for rotating the step shut-off body; and 

a shut-off body housing surrounding the shut-off body, the shut-off body housing 
closing the through channel when in a closed position, the shut-off body housing 
provided with shut-off. surfaces on its exterior that lie on a valve seat of the valve 
housing , wherein the length of the tap insert is adjustable. 

20. (Currently Amended) 

A tap insert as defined in Claim 19, wherein the shut-off body housing comprises 
ee mprisin g a sealing material, 

21. (Currently Amended) 

A tap insert as defined in Claim 26 3©, wherein the sealing material is 
polvtetraflouroethylene . 
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22. (Previously Presented) 

A tap Insert as defined in Claim 19, wherein the shut-off body housing comprises 
metal or plastic; and a seal is provided on the shut-off body housing. 

23. (Currently Amended) 

A tap insert 0 3 dcfi ned -tnHrtoim 49, Tan insert for ciosmo or <^p afditiiiQ conduit!:; 
which can be installed in a valve ho usino connected with a conduit, comprising: 
a d evice for connecting a tap insert with the valve housino. said connecting 
device having an extern al thread on an outside surface which can be screwed into 
the valve housing; 

a shut-off body rotablv disposed in the device, said shut-off body provided with a i 
through channel; 

an actuating device for rotating the shut-off body: and 

a shut-off body housing surrounding the shut-off bodv. the shut-off body housing 
closing the through cha nnel when in a closed position, the shut-off body housing 
provided with shut-off surfaces on its exterior that lie on a valve seat of the valve 
housing, wherein the shut-off body housing consists of two parts that are held 
together by a sleeve that encloses at least a portion of both parts. 

24. (Currently Amended) 

A tap insert as defined in Claim 23, wherein the two parts of the shut-off body 
housing are comprised of Tef l on polvtetraflouroethylene and the sleeve is 
comprised of brass. 

25. (Previously Presented) 

A tap insert as defined in Claim 23, wherein the shut-off body is a ball, cone or 
cylinder. 

26. (Previously Presented) 

A tap insert as defined in Claim 23, wherein the shut-off body housing comprises 
a sealing material. 
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27. (Previously Presented) 

A tap insert as defined in Claim 23, wherein the shut-off body housing comprises 
metal or plastic and a seal is provided on the shut-off body housing. 

28. (Currently Amended) 

A tap insert as defined in Claim 25 wherein the shut-off body is a ball. 

29. (Currently Amended) 

A top i ns e rt os defined in Cla i m 19, Tap insert for closino or separating conduits 

wh ich can be installed in a valve housino connected with a conduit, comprising: 

a devi ce for connecting a tap insert with the valve housino. said connecting 

device having an ext ernal thread on an outside surface which can be screwed into ^ 

the valve housino; 

a shut- off body rotablv disposed in the device, said shut-off body provided with a 
through channel; 

an actuating device for rotating the shut-off body: and 

a shut-off body housin g surrounding the shut-off body, the shut-off body housing 
closing the through ch annel when in a closed position, the shut-off body housing 
provided with shut-off s urfaces on its exterior that lie on a valve seat of the valve 
housing: 

a first sleeve, said first sleeve guided in the connecting device so as to adjust the 
length of the tap insert; and 

a second sleeve that has a thread and fits on the first sleeve, said second sleeve 
is located on an end of the connecting device distal from the valve housing. 

30. (Previously Presented) 

A tap insert as defined in Claim 29, wherein the shut-off body is a ball, cone or a 
cylinder. 

31. (Previously Presented) 

A tap insert as defined in Claim 29, wherein the shut-off body housing comprises 
a sealing material. 
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32. (Previously Presented) 

A tap insert as defined in Claim 29, wherein the shut-off body housing comprises 
metal or plastic and a seal is provided on the shut-off body housing. 

33. (Currently Amended) 

A top insert ao definedHn --6jelm -10, further T^d insert for closi w or separating 
conduits which can be installed in a valve housing connected with a cnnr\n\t^ 
comprising: 

a device for connecting a tap insert with the valve housing, said 
connecting device having an external thread on an outside surface which can be 
screwed into the valve housing; 

a shut-off step body rotably disposed in the device, said shut-off step body 
provided with a through channel; 

an actuating device for rotating the shut-off step body; 

a shut-off body housing surrounding the shut-off body, the shut-off body 
housing closing the through channel when in a closed position, the shut-off body 
housing provided with shut-off surfaces on Its exterior that lie on a valve seat of 
the valve housing; 

a first sleeve, said first sleeve guided in the connecting device so as to 
adjust the length with the tap insert; and 

a second sleeve that has a thread and fits on the first sleeve, said second 
sleeve is located on an end of the connecting device distal from the valve 
housing; 

wherein said shut-off body is a ball, cone or cylinder. 
34. (Previously Presented) 

A tap insert as defined in Claim 33 36, wherein the shut-off body housing 
comprises a sealing material. 
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35. (Previously Presented) 

A tap insert as defined in Claim 33 3-5, wherein the shut-off body housing 
comprises metal or plastic and a seal is provided on the shut-off body housing. 



